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OED 


A 
Though I ſpeak with the tongues of en 
and of angels, and have not charity, 
J am become as ſounding braſs, or a 


tinkling cymbal. 
And though I have the pift of prophecy, 


faith, % that I could remove moun- 


tains, and have no charity, I ain no- 
thing. 


And though 1 beſtow all my goods to 
feed the poor; and though I give my 


WM ry, it profiteth me nothing. 

I HAT I may order my diſcourſe upon 
3 b this text, ſo as to make it ſuitable, at 
Y leaſt to the general uſe and deſign of 
ie preſent folemn Anniverſary ; which is to 
nake you zcalous for the proteſtant cauſe, and 


and underſiand all myſteries, and all 
knowledge; and though I have all! 


body to be burned, and have not cha- 


A 2 to 


righteous in the i ght of God, except it be effec- 


. derate and candid ſpirit. 


(2) 


to ſtrengthen your averſion to popery, as it 
breathes a moſt unchriſtian and diabolical ſpirit 


of rage and cruelty ; I ſhall rh myſelf to 


; proves 


FIRST, that the greateſt proficience, even in 
trüd religion itſelf, cannot ſerve to make a man 


tual to root out all bigotry, pride, and malice, 
from his heart, and to make him of a truly mo- | 


dT, that if no religion, let it be ever | 
ſo true in itſelf, can make a man righteous in the 
ſight of God, except it anſwers theſe great and 
leute end. ; hence it muſt follow, that 
whatever religion, in its own nature, or in its 
fundamental principles and laws, is famed to 
extinguiſh all charity, from amongſt men that 
religion, even though it had, or at leaſt pretend- | 
ed to have, all nl fanRion and authority ot | 
the church, the ſtrongeſt apparent teſtimony of 
miracles, or the very blood of ten thoufand | 
martyrs, to ſupport its character and reputa- | 
tion ; yet could have no right to be regarded, | 
as conſiſtent with the will of God, or as a fate | 
road of lalvation, 4 


THIRDLY, 
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Tutxb v, that the religion of Papiſts, in its ; 
fundamental principles and "laws, is framed and ir 10 
calculated to extinguiſh mutual love and charity | | 
—to cancel the very firſt maxims of juſtice, \ 
goodneſs, and compaſſion, as they are inſcribed _ Wi. 


upon human nature—to ſow the ſeeds of faction 
and tumult, of treaſon and rapine, of perſecu- 1 
tion, tyranny, and oppreſſion to overturn the 
peace of the world, and to ſpread an univerſal 
flame. That this therefore | is a religion, which, 
_ even though all its prepoſterous legends were 
true, or ſuch as could not be diſproved, yet 
could not be to be depended upon, as the only 
ſecure and certain method, or indeed as any 


method at all, of conciliating the divinc favour 
and mercy. 


FirsT, Iam to prove, that the greateſt pro- 
ficience, even in true religion itlelf, cannot 
ſerve to make a man righteous in the ſight of 
God, except it be effectual to root out all bi- 
gotry, pride, and malice, from his heart, and 
to make him of a Guby moderate and candid 


ſpirit. 


No religion can ever be of the leaſt conſe- 
quence in the judgment of God, unleſs it 
creates 


64) 


ereates and propagates ſuch a diſpoſition in the 
breaſts of men, as muſt be conſonant and agree- 
able to his moral attributes. 


Bur if God is the father of the univerſe, 


molt perfect in goodneſs and clemency, then it 


appears that equity, moderation, and peace, 
mult be properties in his creatures, which a 
being of this moſt amiable character, cannot 
but approve and love; and the great God mult 


look with pleaſure upon the righteous and mer- 


ciful man, as upon one that reſembles him- 
ſelf, in the moſt glorious of all his attributes. 
But as the grand object and ſcope of all true re- 
ligion, is to inſtruct us in thoſe duties which are 
acceptable and pleaſing to God hence we may 
collect with the greateſt certainty, that what- 
ever religion 18 really correſpondent to this great 
and important end, it muſt be made up of laws 
and principles which are entirely conſiſtent with 
truth, goodneſs, and mercy, Thus the religion 
of our bleſſed Saviour, in all its parts nd 
branches, is deſigned to extinguiſh all the ri- 
gour of parties, and all the bigotry of zealots 
and perſecutors, and to make the whole human 
race but one fraternity, united and linked to- 
gether in mutual affection. The Son of God 


himſelf, is repreſented to us as an illuſtrious and 


bright example of innocence, humility, com- 
paſſion 
3 


1 
paſſion, meekneſs, and boundleſs generoſity and 
benevolence. And all his commandments, as 
they concern ſocial and relative duties, arc to be 
ſummed up in a very ſhort compaſs Far 7his 
commandment have we from him, that he who 
loveth God, love his brother alſo *. Chriſti- 
anity therefore is worthy of all acceptation, as 
it bears this great characteriſtic of truth, that it 
is calculated and framed in itſelf, not to foment 
faction and ſedition, but rather to appeaſe and 
quell them; and to engage the ſons of men 
(who, in intereſt as well as nature, are ſo nearly 
connected and allied together) to cultivate uni- 
verſal peace, unity and friendſhip. 


T 1s certainly a very great advantage, which 


God in his good Providence, has beſtowed upon 


us, that we fit under the light of a religion ſo 


very well accommodated to refine and civilize 
human nature. But then let us remember, that 
if this religion, the great ſcope of which is to 
controul and rectify our paſſions, to cauſe us 
to relent from our auſterity and pride, our par- 
tiality and ſelfiſhneſs, and to make us com- 


pleatly accompliſhed 1 in moral goodneſs—ſhould 


not be found, in effect, to have that influence 
and authority over us which it ought to 


have; we may, of conſequence, be ſure that 


QUT. 


» I John IV. 21. 


(8) 


our character as Chriſtians, not being main- 
tained in our general temper and converſation, 
can anſwer no end, but to increaſe the diſplea- 


ſure of almighty God; and our faith itſelf muſt 


only redound to our ſhame, as it conſiſts in 
fruitleſs ſpeculation. But more eſpecially, if the 
flerceſt animoſities ſpread and abound amongſt 
thoſe very Chriſtians, who, by the fundamental 
laws of their religion, are obliged to be all bre- 
thren and friends; why then certainly their 
profeſſing to be Chriſt's diſciples is a vain and 
frivolous thing, and can turn to no account at 
all, but only t aggravate their guilt. Nay, 
the more they conceive eee to be emi- 
nent for their orthodoxy, or for their judgment 
in the profoundeſt parts of Chriſtian know- 
ledge, the more room 1s there for their conſci- 
ence to upbraid them, if their ſpirits are infect- 
ed with that pride, inſolence and vanity, that 
«key bigotry and fiery zcal, which are ſo very 


inconſiſtent with Chriſt's Ly and example. 


Br I paſs on, 


SzconDLy, to prove, that if no religion, 
let it be ever fo true in itſelf, can make a man 
Tighteous in the ſight of God, except it anſwers 
thoſe great and *. Th ends . 
hence it muſt follow, that whatever religion, 

A 


(7 \ 


in its own nature, or in its fundamental prin- 
ciples and laws, is formed to extinguiſh all 
charity from amongſt men—that religion, 
even though it has: or at leaſt pretended to 
have, all the Ane ton and authority of che 
church, the ſtrongeſt apparent teſtimony of mi- 
racles, or the very blood of ten thouſand mar- 
tyrs, to ſupport its character and reputation; 
yet could have no right to be regarded, as con- 
ſiſtent with the will of God, or as a ſafe road 
of ſalvation. 


ir ih glory 90 the Chriſtian religion, not 
indeed as it is expounded 1 in the corrupt gloſſes 


and commentaries of men, who can ſcarce ever 


diveſt themſelves of their paſſions, but as it 


ſtands in its ſimplicity, and as Chriſt himſelf 


has delivered it to us— that it carries the moſt 
beauteous demonſtration of its own divinity, in 
its internal frame and contexture. The reli- 
gion of our Saviour was ſupported by the moſt 
inconteſtable, the moſt ſolemn and open ſig- 


natures from almighty God : But then, ſack 


was the moral purity of its laws, ſuch the per- 
ſpicuity and importance of its doctrines, and its 
deepeſt myſteries were ſo free from all abſur- 
dity and contradiction, that it appealed to the 


reaſon of men, and laid itſelf open to their pri- 
vate Jaden. And vey religion muſt be 


ſuſ- 


(8) 


ſuſpected, the patrons and advocates of which, 
are for ſtripping all private men of the moſt 


natural and juft, the moſt unalienable, as well 


as the moſt important of all rights—the right 
of making an impartial and free judgment Tor 
themſelves, and of not leaving their faith to be 
modelled, juſt as it may happen to be moſt 
apreeable to the caprice or ambition of their 


2 ieſts. 


WRHATEVER religion would maintain its 
ground by theſe methods, tis much to be ſuſ- 
pected, that the real cake of its not laying 1 it- 
ſelf open to the teſt and ſcrutiny of human rea- 
ſon, is nothing but its conſciouſneſs that dark- 
neſs is the beft covering and refuge for it. But 
certainly all religions whatever muſt be brought 
to ſome fandard: that the true may be ile 
tinguiſhed from tlie falſe—And as human au- 
thorities, even papal bulls, and the decrees of 
general Sobel may oppoſe one another; nay, 
as miracles themfelves: where the facts not 


be denied, may be wrought by a communica- 


tion il infernal ſpirits +; as a man may ſa- 


crifice his life in vindication of falſhood, out 
of mere obſtinacy, or through zeal for the inte- 


reſt of a party — From theſe things it appears, 
that the moſt certain and ſatisfactory ſtandard, 


+ Exod; VII 11. 
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(9 
is to make proof of every religion by its reaſon- 
ableneſs, its moral beauties, and its agreement 
with natural conſcience in all the branches of 
truth, righteouſneſs, and goodneſs. 


Ir the principles = any religion ould be 


contrary to the univerſal and nabe laws 
of righteouſneſs, God, we may be certain, can 
have no hand in promoting it, fince ne can- 
not contradict himſelf; and l the credentials 
which are brought to prove its divine extraction, 
can be nothing but forgeries, or the conceits 
of ignorant people — who may tell us, indeed, 
of prodigies and miracles without 3 ; . 
the true fountain of all theſe romances and fairy- 
tales, is their own credulity and ſimplicity, 
which makes them an eaſy prey to their prieſts, 
whoſe plain intereſt it is to fill them with panic 
awe and veneration by their machinery and 
pious fraud. And to come up cloſe to the 
point If any religion in its laws and principles 
ſhould be contrary, not to juſtice only, but to 
the moſt natural dictates of humanity and com- 
paſſion, tis plain that no defence, from divine 
or human teſtimony, can be made for it, be- 
cauſe it is an expreſs contradiction to that ten- 
der mercy, which is the moſt beauteous and 
amiable of all the divine perfections. 


ET ER From 


( 10 ) 


From theſe principles we ſhall therefore 
come to a ſhort iſſue with the Papiſts. For, 


Tuf RD, we ſay, that the religion of Pa- 
piſts, in its fundamental principles and laws, 
is framed and calculated to extinguiſh mutual 
love and charity to cancel the very firſt ma- 
xims of juſtice, goodneſs, and compaſſion, as 
they are inſcribed upon human nature to ſow 
the ſeeds of faction and tumult, of treaſon and 
rapine, of perſecution, tyranny, and oppreſſion 
—to overturn the peace of the world, and to 
ſpread an univerſal flame. That this therefore 
is a religion, which, even though all its prepo!- 
terous legends were true, or ſuch as could not be 
diſproved, yet could not be to be depended upon, 
as the only ſecure and certain method, or indeed 
as any method at all of conciliating the divine 
favor and mercy. 5 


AN p that this charge, great as it is, may ap- 
pear to be no exaggeration, let me refer you to 
the general ſenſe of the civil and canon law; 
in which it is a maxim, that Heretics, even be- 
fore conviction, are infamous. Now the fatal 
conſequences, which, by theſe laws, are annexed 
to infamy, are theſe which follow That where 
the criminal, or the perſon ſo deemed, is a ſo- 

vereign 


(110 

vereign prince, he is degraded from all his ma- 
jeſty and royalty; all his decrees and judgments, 
his edicts and ordinances are cancelled ; his 
ſubjects are abſolved from their moſt ſolemn 
oaths of allegiance ; his dominions are ſequeſ- 
tred, and any catholic prince has a right to diſ- 
poſſeſs him of his throne— But where the cri- 
minal is a ſubject, he lies open to a general for- 
feiture of all right and property, of his nobility 
in blood, his honors, privileges, and prefer- 
ments, his fortune, liberty, and life—He is to 


receive protection from no man (the ſon is not 


to conceal the father from juſtice) but their ec- 
eleſiaſtical judges having pronounced him incor- 
rigible, his perſon 1s to be delivered up to the 
ſecular magiſtrate, that he may ſuffer death as 
a traytor. This is the tenor of their laws and 
conſtitutions & 


Ap the general conduct of Papiſts has been 
ſo perfidious and barbarous, that their actions 
amount ro but too plain a proof, that their diſ- 
poſition in itſelf is an expreſs copy and tran- 


Boſe 


$ See all this proved from expreſs vouchers, in a pamphlet, 


intitled, The Caſe of Proteſtants in England under a Popiſh Prince, 
1681, In the next paragraph, our author does not pretend to 
ſay, that all Papiſts, without any exception, are of this deteſta- 
ble character; the Reſcript of the queen of Hungary, in favor 
of the Proteſtants in her dominions, is a proof to the contrary : 
but he ſpeaks only of their general conduct and temper. 
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ſcript, of their laws. They have been guilty of 
crimes and villainies, which no language can ex- 
preſs—For if Cicero and Cato employ'd their 
cloquence againit Catiline and his party, as au- 
dacious incendiaries and enemies of the public 
peace, what muſt be ſaid of thoſe, who in the 
molt deliberate and cool manner, have been con- 


ſpiring for whole ages againft the government, 


liberties, and religion of ſo many ſtates and 
kingdoms ? What muſt be ſaid of thoſe, who 
carry on their cauſe by jeſuitiſm, by talſhood 
and perjury, by treachery and diſſimulation, by 
poiſon and the dagger—and, in all places where 
they have a power to do it, by open robbery, 
war, and oppreſſion; by dungeons and tor- 
tures ; by executions, which, to increaſe the 
terror of them, are carried on with the greateſt 


pomp and ceremony *; by public maſſacres, 


and by making a ſplendid facrifice, not of he- 


catombs, but of thouſands and ten thouſands 
together? What muſt be ſaid of thoſe, whoſe 
religion, when the poiſon and venom of it is 
in- 

* As in the Auto de Fe, where the holy tribunal of the In- 


quiſition makes a moſt horrible diſplay of its inhumanity and 


ſpiritual tyranny ; whilſt prieſts, magiſtrates, and people, if 
not from a ſincere veneration for the juſtice of this arbitrary 
court, yet at leaſt from a dread of it, conſpire, with a ſtrange 
emulation, to ſupport its authority and grandeur, and to pro- 
mote the execution of thoſe priſoners, whoſe ſincerity and ten- 
derneſs of conſcience are their main crimes, or at leaſt the undg- 
niable cauſe of their not abjuring their principles. 


(13) 
inſtilled into the minds of ſavages, makes them 
et more fierce, more brutiſh, ind mercileſs ? 


Whoſe religion is ſo much the reverſe of all hu- 
manity and clemency, that, as our planters 3 in 


America are but too Kunde from experience, 


it trains up and encourages the barbarous Fo 
dians to be as much intent upon the ſhedding 
of human blood, as if it was a lawful tes 


tion ? What muſt be {aid of thoſe, whoſe prieſts 


and emiſſaries, under all ſhapes Ay diſguiſes, 
are every heck buſy in propagating that cauſe 
by all manner of infidious arts and ſtratagems, 


which they could never maintain by fair argu- 


ment p 


Bur if this be a true character of Papiſis in 
general, and of every conſiſtent Papiſt, let me 


aſk in a ſerious manner, can the principles 


themſelves, which give a ſanction to theſe inex- 
preſſible crimes and villainies, be at all conſo- 


nant to the laws of our compaſſionate Saviour, 


or any means of conciliating the divine Bob; 


and mercy? In the name of common ſenſe, what 
external teſtimony ought to be received or credit- 
ed, when it is brought to prove contradictions, 


and thoſe immoral ones, as well as molt ridicu- 
louſly ablurd—As for inſtance: that juſtice and 
rapine, that allegiance to magiſtrates and trea- 
ſon, that clemeney and tyranny, that mercy 
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(14) 
and ſavage cruelty cohere and agree together 
or that whilſt the church of Rome not oy 
pretends to a diſpenſing power, but aboliſhe: 
all the rights, and cancels all the obligations and 
duties, which are eſtabliſhed in the nature aud 
cternal reaſon of things, ſhe is yet the true ca- 
tholic church, and there is no falvation out ct 


her pale ani} communion ?—Theſe are abſur- | 


dities which cannot be proved, If all their pre- 
tended miracles, the reliques and pictures of 
which make ſo great, ſo frequent and pompous 
a part of the furniture in their churches, were 
not ſo abſurd and weak in themſelves, that it is 
very ſtrange that their prieſts can keep their 
countenances, while they are preaching them up 


to the people; yet how could they be ſtrong 


enough to prove theſe palpable and groſs con- 


tradictions, to common honeſty, as well as to 
common ſenſe ?—If they had ever ſo many 
legions of martyrs more than they pretend 


to have; yet what could even their conſtancy 


in the moment and article of death, ſtand to 
prove, but only that their ſtubborneſs and pre- 
ſumption were juſt as extravagant as their ig- 


norance? 


Fou the contents of this diſcourſe, we may 
draw this important concluſion— That whilſt 


Chriſtian moderation muſt teach us to ſhew a 


cha- 


4 | 


rs) 


charitable regard for the perſons and private 


characters of Papiſts, as far as they conduct 


themſelves in a modeſt and quiet manner Vet 
if ever we ſee that they make the leaſt effort, 


either by treaſon at home, or by open hoſtility 


from abroad, to compaſs the overthrow of our 
preſent moſt excellent conſtitution, we have 
then an inconteſtable right, by all the laws of 
God and nature, to ſtand up, with all the re- 


ſolution of our brave anceſtors, for the defence 


of our invaluable rights ||. 


Ov nation has rolled together immenſe trea- 
ſures, and has made itſelf great and powerful— 
not by war, tyranny, and exaction, but by 
peaceable arts, by agriculture and tillage, by a 
noble improvement of its manufactures, by ex- 
tenſive navigation and commerce, by the free- 
dom and juſtice of its government. But if the 


terrible blow, which they have ſo long medi- 


our plantations, our ſhips, our ſtaple commo- 
dities, the fruits of our land, our artiſts and ma- 


and maſters; and a general ſhipwreck muſt be 


Pro patria, pro liberis, pro aris atque focis. Salluſt, B. C. 


common diſturbers of the peace of Europe 


ſhould but once ſtrike the blow, the fatal and 


tated, all our riches, power and grandeur, 


nufacturers, muſt paſs over to new proprietors 


* made 


616) 

made of our liberty and property. And what 
then? Where could we appeal for redreſs? 
Could we fly to the throne for juſtice, or melt 
the inſenſible heart of a tyrant? Tis as plain 
as the light itſelf, that if a prince whoſe go- 
vernment is arbitrary and inſupportable at home, 
who has exhauſted his own miſerable ſubjects 
with taxes, perſecutions, and oppreſſions, whoſe | 
prodigality has already ſunk the revenues of 
future years—was once to come in upon us by | 
right of conqueſt, the moſt merciful meaſures 
which could be expected from him, muſt be 
ſuch as would reduce theſe kingdoms to a de- 
ſolate and miſerable province—Our taxes would 
be intolerable, our patrimonial eſtates, and all 
the fruits of our induſtry and ingenuity, would 
be transfer'd to foreigners ; and our youth tranſ- 
lanted into foreign countries. Theſe muſt be 
the ſad conſequences, if France ſhould once 
acquire a diſcretional power over us, by the 
progreſs of its arms. But there is yet another 
_ circumſtance, which if ſuch a revolution was to 
happen, muſt ſhock all honeſt men, and muſt 
be a cauſe of conſternation and mourning to 
all the friends of liberty—The French are Pa- 
piſts; and though in many particulars they! 
may aſſert their own rights and prerogatives, in 
oppolition to the Pope's power and juriſdiction ; 
yet 
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yet as to the Proteſtant cauſe, where is the leaſt 


inſtance of their moderation to that? Was their 


moderation to be ſeen in the bloody maſſacre at 


Paris g, where ſo many innocent people were , 


murdered in cold blood, and there was no pity, 
no commiſeration ſhewn to ſex, age, or qua- 


lity ? Was their moderation to be ſeen in the 


Repeal of the Edict of Nantes $, an event which 
was accompanied with the moſt incredible op- 
preſſions and cruelties, and which iſſued in the 
common ſubverſion of ſo many populous and 
brave churches? But let us aſk the Proteſtants 
in that kingdom, whether, under the preſent 

5 2 reign, 


+ This moſt horrible maſſacre was effected, Auguſt 24, 1572, 
wherein admiral Chatillon, and all the Huguenots were butcher- 
ed, who had been drawn to court, under colour of the nuptials 
of the king of Navarre, with the princeſs Margaret, king 
Charles's ſiſter. There is a great diſagreement in the reports 
which writers have made, as to the number of Huguenots that 
fell in this horrible maſſacre; their computations aſcend from 
three, to one hundred thouſand. Thuanus being a popiſh au- 
thor, his partiality to the Proteſtants is not to be ſuſpected, and 
yet he ſets the number at above thirty thouſand — The pope had 
a picture of this grand execution drawn in his own palace; and 
4 medal was ſtruck in commemoration of it, which tee deſcribed 
in Tindal's note upon Rapin's Hiſt. Vol. II. p 102. No. 4. 

$. The revocation of the Edict of Nantes by Lewis XIV. 
was made October 8, 168 3, and the conſequences were ſo dread- 
ful, that above one hundred thouſand families were ruined by 
it, and upwards of one hundred and fifty thoutand perſons 
were forced to take refuge in foreign countries. See An ac- 
count of the perſecutions and oppreſſions of the Proteſtants in France, 
1686. e ON 
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reign, their perſecutors have learnt a better 
ſpirit? No, but you are aſſured of the contrary; 
you have a Specimen printed and publiſhed 
this very year of the unrelenting cruelty of Pa- 
fiſts in France +, which repreſents the unhappy 
condition of theſe poor people—that they arc 
arreſted, impriſoned, and made to groan in fet- 
ters; that the dragoons make a practice of fir- 
ing upon them; that their eſtates are expoſed 


to ſale; that they are puniſhed with exorbi- | 


tant fines ; that they are ſent to the gallics; 


that thoſe brave and good men their miniſters | 
are hanged as common criminals ; and * that | 
ce the Proteſtant churches never before have been 
« ſo artfully attacked, beſet on every ſide, and | 


« ravaged from every quarter.” Lo! then, 


this is the moderation of French Papiſts ! and 
this is the clemency of that great and puiſſant 


prince to his natural ſubjects ! a clemency, with 
which he would certainly be glad to compli- 


ment us, when once his power, like a ſwelling 1 


torrent, had carried away all our fences, and 
ſtripped us of all the bleſſings of a free Go- 


vernment. Yes, I make no queſtion of it, the 


mode- 


+ Printed for J. Waugh, London. See alſo, Annals of the 


Riſe, Progreſs, and Perſecutions, of the famous Reformed 
Churches in France, printed for J. Waugh, London, 1733. 


which gives us a compendious hiſtory of the courſe of perſecou- 


tion in France from the very firſt dawn of the Reformation, 
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moderation of the Grand Monarque would then 
be diſplayed in characters of blood—ſwarms of 


naked ſoldiers and begoarly prieſts would ſpread 
themſelves abroad to rob, devour, and murder, 
and to make our land as delolate, as 1t was 
once rich and populous—edicts would be pub- 


liſhed to intimidate us from worſhipping God 


according to the dictates of our conſciences ; 


our miniſters would be executed as felons and 


traytors ; and to extinguiſh true knowledge for 


ever, all the works of our moſt eminent wri- 
ters, and the ſacred volumes themſelves, would 


be prohibited, and devoted to the flames and 
then all Chriſtian embelliſhments and moral 


graces, philoſophy, eloquence, and liberal arts, 


muſt be involved together i in the ſame E SF VEIL 


tzon—our country, now reputable for all polite 
improvements, for liberty, and letters, muſt 


change its face; and (all rational and free en- 
quiry being loaded with rigorous penalties, and 


the very freedom of the preſs itſelf aboliſhed) 


we {ſhould ſee it ſoon overrun, as it was before 


the Reformation, with ſuperſtition, ſlavery, and 
ignorance. 


Tris is no more than a plain account 5 the 
calamities which muſt happen to us, from the 
inſatiable cruelty and boundleſs ambition of Pa- 


PL 
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(a0 
piſts and Frenchmen, if almighty God, as a 
judgment for our ſins, was to let thim looſe 
upon us. May we therefore repent univerſally 
of thoſe immoralities and vices which cry to 


heaven againſt us; humbly beſeeching God, 


that he would not reſent the public {ins of the 


nation, ſo as to give us up aSa prey to their 


pride, malice, and injuſtice. And ſince we 


have unqueſtionably a good cauſe, if any true 
occaſion ſhould ariſe for our defending our li- 


berties, lives, and fortunes, with ſword in hand, 


may we ſtand up to maintain and preſerve them 


with all the reſolution of Britons. Thanks be 


to God, we have a free Government; a wile, 
magnanimous, and experienced Prince upon he 


Throne; and a country, to which there is no 


ſpot in the world equal for its religious, natural, 
and civil advantages And ſince we have * 
thing to defend, let us ſtand every one of us, 


not as ſheep ready to be fleeced or butchered as 


the conqueror ſhall pleaſe, but let us ſtand with 


a firm breaſt, as freemen and owners of pro- 
perty, and as men determined either to main- 


tain our religion, laws, and liberties, or to fall 


in defence of them Thus, if ſuch an occaſion 


ſhould unfortunately happen, may we all ac- 
quit ourſelves; may not a fingle man of us be 
ſo men baſe, as to think of coming to 

terms, 


1 
terms, of compounding for himſelf, or of ſaving 


his own life and fortune, whilſt ne deſerts the 
common cauſe. 


"Bos that we may enjoy peace, and all the 


bleſſings of lite, in the greateſt ſecurity ; that 


all i and happineſs may abound in theſe 


kingdoms under his Majeſty's moſt auſpicious 
reign ; that many years may be ſtil] added to 
the King's moſt important lite ; and that when 
we are deprived of him, his Succeſſor may have 


all the courage and virtue, and all the great 


abilities which are neceſſary to make a prince 


illuſtrious and happy above all, that Truth 


and Righteouſneſs, Holineſs and Charity, may 


beautify and adorn our Church and Country 
Theſe things 


op God of his mercy grant, &c. 
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